Coral Sea MPA
A bad solution to a problem that doesn’t exist.
Walter Starck PhD
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Australia already has nearly 25% of global MPA total area. Coral Sea and other
planned expansions will total about 50% of total. Biodiversity protection obligations
are already over fulfilled.
Most Coral Sea islands and reefs are already protected as national parks.
All Coral Sea fisheries are already subject to highly restrictive AFMA management.
GBR National Park already protects all Coral Sea species and biotopes in world’s
largest coral reef MPA.
Australia has the largest per capita fishing zone and lowest harvest rate in the world.
Two=thirds of seafood consumption is imported, all comes from much more heavily
exploited resources elsewhere. This is unconscionable.
Seafood imports cost $1.7 billion annually and must be paid for by mineral exports or
add to a chronic deficit. Selling off a non-renewable resource to a buy a renewable
one we have in abundance or adding to an unsustainable deficit are economically
imbecilic.
The Coral Sea is one of the world’s prime tuna fishing grounds. We now produce a
few hundred tonnes from the Coral Sea where Japanese longliners sustainably
harvested 30,000 t for many years. We currently import some $165 million in
canned tuna from Thailand. Meanwhile PNG licenses Asian fishing companies to fish
the same migratory stocks in their waters. They currently catch about 400,000 t
while all our tuna fisheries only catch 15,000 t. We “save” our stocks for Asian
fishermen to catch and then sell back to us.
Seafood has numerous health benefits. In particular it affords significant reduction in
obesity, hear disease, depression, aggression and age related mental deterioration.
It is also import in mental development and functioning in children. Imposing further
restrictions on our fisheries is quite literally being stupid.
The Law of the Sea Treaty, under which we claim EEZ rights to all areas outside 12
nautical miles from land (i.e. most of Coral Sea), provides that exclusive rights to
resources depends on utilisation. Provision is made that other nations may petition
for access to unutilised resources. Excessive MPA areas combined with a fisheries
harvest rate at 1/30 of the global average and excessive demand on imports set the
stage for a successful future petition by Asian nations for access to our vast
unutilised EEZ areas.
All Australians are paying the price of gross resource mismanagement in our cost of
living, our health, our freedom and in the broader well being of the nation.
As a bad idea to begin with, shortcutting proper procedure to ram through a Coral
Sea MPA is political pandering at its lowest.

